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Tuesday, August 23, 2022
Dear Faculty Advisor,

Thank you for your interest in Sigma Iota Rho, the Honor Society for International Studies.  Sigma Iota Rho was founded on April 16, 1987.  Since then, 190 chapters were established in 41 states with new inquiries continuously reviewed on a rolling basis.  

The purpose of our organization is to promote and reward scholarship and service among students and practitioners of international studies and to foster integrity and creative performance in the conduct of world affairs.  We are very pleased that you share our enthusiasm for the study of world affairs.  

Imbedded in this document please find some important information that will help you in establishing a chapter of Sigma Iota Rho at your school.  Please do not hesitate to contact us with any additional questions or request.  We look forward to working with you in the future.
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*  Please underline or highlight any changes in yellow.  

**  Text highlighted in green will be changed, if your chapter is approved by SIR HQ.
Double click on the icons to open files

Sincerely,

Marisol A. Arcaya

Marisol A. Arcaya

Senior National Liaison Officer

national@sigmaiotarho.org 

Sigma Iota Rho
255 South 36th Street


635 Williams Hall


Philadelphia, PA 19104-6305
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CONSTITUTION


SIGMA IOTA RHO


THE HONOR SOCIETY FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

ARTICLE I - NAME

Section 1. Name.


The Society shall be known as the X​ Chapter (to be determined by SIR) of Sigma Iota Rho, Honor Society for International Studies at the Institution's Name.


Section 2. Symbol.

The letters SIR stand for the following Greek words:



SIGMA
( Σ  )
for “synesi,” meaning Prudence;



IOTA

(  I  )
for “ideodoi,” meaning Ideals; and



RHO

(  P )
for “rhomi,” meaning Power.


These three words signify some of the most important values studied by those in the field.


ARTICLE II - PURPOSE


Section 1. Purpose.

The purpose of this organization shall be to promote and reward scholarship and service among students and practitioners of international studies, international affairs, and global studies and to foster integrity and creative performance in the conduct of world affairs.


ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP


Section 1. Classes.


Sigma Iota Rho is an interdisciplinary honor society specializing in the interdisciplinary field of international affairs. There shall be three classes of membership: student, faculty, or honorary.


Section 2. Undergraduate Membership


Election to undergraduate membership shall be by a local chapter from among such juniors and seniors of the institution who meet or exceed the following qualifications.


(a) 
Have completed course work in international studies including courses in relevant subject areas of anthropology, economics, foreign languages, geography, history, political science, and other related disciplines;


(b)
Have attained a junior standing and completed at least twenty-one (21) hours of course work toward the International Relations major or minor, including at least two courses



at the 300 or 400 level.


(c)
Have attained a cumulative grade point average of 3.3 or higher in all courses, and a grade point average of at least 3.4 in international relations courses.


(d)
Must maintain full-time student status of at least twelve (12) hours to be a voting member or hold an office.


Section 3. Faculty Membership.


Any interested member of the faculty involved in the teaching of courses giving credit in


International Relations may be elected to faculty membership. Faculty members shall possess all the privileges of membership except for voting and holding office in local chapter.


Section 4. Honorary Membership.


Any person of recognized ability and achievement in the field of international relations may be elected to be an honorary member. No more than two such members may be elected in any one academic year. Honorary members shall possess all the privileges of active membership except that of being an officer or council member of the corporation.


Section 5. Subsequent Service.


All persons duly elected to membership (other than honorary) by a local chapter who are subsequently enrolled as students or are serving as faculty members in a different institution at which a chapter is located shall be deemed members of the chapter.


Section 6. Selection.


Selection to membership shall be by procedures determined by the local chapter, in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. Membership will not be restricted on the basis of sex, race, national origin, or handicap.


Section 7. Initiation Fee and Dues.

Each member shall pay such initiation fees and annual dues as may be prescribed by the local chapter, which includes any national fees applying at that time.


Section 8. Pins and Keys.


The members shall receive certificates of membership and may purchase pins, keys, and other symbols of membership as may be available from the National Director of Sigma Iota Rho on such terms and under such conditions as the National Council may determine.


ARTICLE IV - GOVERNMENT


The chapter shall have full control of its individual affairs, subject to the Constitution and By-Laws of the Society.


Section 1. Officers.


The student officers of the chapter shall be elected by the student membership in the spring for the next academic year from the active members of the chapter. Officers of the chapter may be removed from office, and membership of a member may be revoked by a ¾ vote of all members on the membership list and at least one half of the other officers. An officer may be removed from office or a member’s membership may be revoked if he/she loses full-time status or is unable to adequately fulfill his/her duties.


(a)
President - An elected President will preside at all meetings of the Chapter. He or she will maintain the power to appoint all committee chairpersons and shall present all motions to the Chapter.


(b)
Vice President - A Vice President shall be elected whose duties shall be to preside at all meetings and functions that the President cannot attend and assist the President in directing the affairs of the Chapter.


(c)
Secretary-Treasurer - A Secretary-Treasurer shall be elected whose duties shall be to handle all dues, accounts, new members, rule observances, etc. at all stated meetings and protocol, and conduct such other duties as are assigned by the President. The Secretary-Treasurer shall maintain all financial records, and shall counter-sign all financial transactions with the President or Faculty Adviser.


(d)
Executive Committee - The three officers shall constitute the Executive Committee of the Chapter, which will direct the affairs of the Chapter with the assistance of the Faculty Adviser. The Executive Committee shall have the power to make decisions for the organizations between regular meetings. All actions taken by the Executive Committee shall be reported promptly to the members of the organization.


(e)
Replacement - In the event of a vacancy in any office, the Executive Committee shall elect a replacement, to serve until a new officer is elected by the general membership at the next regular business meeting.


Section 2. Nominations and Elections. 


(a)
Nominating Committee - The President shall appoint a Nominating Committee not less than sixty (60) days prior to each biennial meeting. The Nominating Committee shall consist of the three most recent past Presidents able and willing to serve thereon and more than two additional members designated by the President. If there are not three past Presidents available, the President may appoint a sufficient number of other members to complete the Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee shall present nominations for officers and at the biennial meeting of members.


(b)
Nominations by Members - Additional nominations may be made from the floor by any member at the time the Nominating Committee makes its report.


(c)
Voting - All nominations shall be voted on by separate vote for each office. The nominee receiving the highest number of votes of each office shall be declared elected and shall thereupon take office. 


ARTICLE V - ADVISER


The Chapter Adviser shall be the Director of Undergraduates Studies of the International Relations Program, or a faculty member teaching courses in the major. The adviser will assume


those responsibilities as outlined in this constitution. The adviser may be removed from his/her position by a ¾ vote of all members on the membership list and at least one half of the other officers. The adviser may be removed if it has been determined that he/she is unable to adequately fulfill the position. 


ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENTS

Amendments to this constitution must be submitted in writing at a regular or special meeting of 


the organization. Said amendments will be voted on at the subsequent meeting. Amendments 


may be adopted by a ¾ vote of the active members or by a 2/3 vote of the active members and a majority vote of the Chapter Executive Committee. All amendments must be submitted to the Syracuse University Office of Student Programs.


The same amendment may not be proposed more than once during any academic year.


ARTICLE VII - MEETINGS


Section 1. Member Meetings.


General meetings shall be held at a prescribed day and hour as decided upon by the chapter in its first special meeting.


A quorum consists of a simple majority of the membership plus at least one officer.  Robert’s Rules of Order (newly revised) shall govern all meetings. 


ARTICLE VIII - RATIFICATION

The Constitution shall become effective upon approval by the membership, the Commission on Student Services, and the President/National Director of Sigma Iota Rho International.
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Activities and Programs


This list is merely suggestive of the range of activities SIR chapters can engage in on their campuses and in their communities to promote interest in and study of international affairs.  New ideas are encouraged, and the national office will endeavor to share your chapter’s contributions to SIR with other campus chapters.    


· Foreign Service Exam workshops


· Internship workshops


· Trips to Think Tanks and Institutes


· Peer Advising


· Student Roundtables


· Hosting Pre-freshman and International Affairs High School Students


· Maintaining alumni contacts for career planning and development aid


· Speaker Series on Topics Such As:


· Terrorism, Foreign Policy, International Organizations, International Law, Military Processes; Peacekeeping, Crisis Decision Making, Capability, Management, Argentina’s Economic Crisis, the Future of China, Women in International Relations; Security, Defense, etc. 


Benefits of Membership


· Certificate attesting membership status


· Sigma Iota Rho lapel pin


· Access to the latest issue of the nationally distributed Journal of International Relations, with an opportunity for contribution to the journal as an author or an editor


· Opportunity to contribute Academic Articles, Research Papers, Op-eds, Book Reviews, and/or blog (commit to two blogs a semester) about a thematic or regional subject submission on a rolling basis to SIR’s online journal.  More information will be emailed during the academic year.    

· Graduation regalia:  honor cord (included) or stole (discounted purchase (Stole in lieu of cord induction kit, currently $68) or an Enhanced induction kit for $73 (includes cord and stole); Stole regularly $20

· Access to professional networks


· Participation in conferences


Along with the tangible list of benefits surely come such things as life-long relationships, personal growth, development and realization of the leadership potential, opportunities to deepen one’s understanding of international affairs, and have fun!


Current Membership Fee: $55.00
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Tuesday, August 23, 2022

Dear Faculty Advisor:


I hope you will take this small information packet back to your institution to share with the department Chair and student leaders to consider chartering a chapter of the Sigma Iota Rho Honor Society for International Studies (S.I.R.) on your campus.  This packet will guide you through the process of establishing an officially sanctioned chapter of the honor society on your campus and presents the benefits that come with Sigma Iota Rho membership.  One of these benefits, the opportunity for student publication in The Journal of International Relations, is addressed specifically in an enclosed “Call for Papers.”  Please take note of the deadline for submissions and make use of the provided examples for soliciting submissions by email and flyer.  


Establishment as a chapter of Sigma Iota Rho requires submission of the following:


· a letter stating your interest to establish a local chapter of S.I.R.


· a draft constitution or by-laws (attached)


· a copy of your school’s international affairs major requirements


· designation of the person who will serve as the institutional point of contact and your representative (this is typically the Faculty Advisor to the chapter and an Administrative support person in the departmental office) including their contact information: First name, Last name, Email address, and Telephone number


· designation of the mailing address to send the induction kits (No P.O. Boxes)

· designation of the student who will serve as the inaugural student Chapter President including his or her First name, Last name, Email address, and Telephone number

· a $175.00 Chapter Initiation fee to establish the chapter via an institutional check, cashier’s check, or money order made payable to “Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania” and mailed to Sigma Iota Rho c/o International Relations Program, University of Pennsylvania, Attention:  Marisol Arcaya, 255 South 36th Street, 635 Williams Hall, Philadelphia, PA 19104.  We DO NOT ACCEPT electronic payments.  

In addition, currently, each student who joins your chapter will be required to contribute a one-time $55.00 induction fee via an institutional check, cashier’s check, or money order made payable to “Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania” and mailed to Sigma Iota Rho c/o International Relations Program, University of Pennsylvania, Attention:  Marisol Arcaya, 255 South 36th Street, 635 Williams Hall, Philadelphia, PA 19104.  Membership benefits include the Sigma Iota Rho Membership Certificate, an S.I.R. lapel pin, graduation regalia (honor cords are included-- stoles inscribed with “ΣΙΡ” are available for an additional $18.00), and a copy of S.I.R.’s Journal of International Relations.  We also disseminate occasional newsletters, help students access professional networks, provide career development information, and offer insignia merchandise for recognition, awards, or showing one’s membership.  Students can participate as contributors or editors of the journal.  


We will review your application packet usually within a month’s time.  Best wishes in completing the charter process and we look forward to working with you in the year ahead.


 Sincerely,
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Frank Plantan, Ph.D


National President


Sigma Iota Rho


255 South 36th Street



635 Williams Hall



Philadelphia, PA 19104-6305
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